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In celebration of César Franck’s 
bicentennial in 2022, American 
concert organist Scott Dettra will 
undertake an international tour of 
Franck’s 12 major organ works, 
performed from memory in two 75-
minute recitals on a single day, or on 
consecutive evenings.  

Franck’s organ music—arguably the 
most significant contribution to the 
repertoire after that of Bach—broke 
new ground and charted the course 
of the French Romantic organ school. 
Thanks to his mature harmonic 
language and ability to write achingly 
beautiful melodies, this music has 
become an enduring foundation of 
the organ repertoire. 

Praised for the clarity, rhythmic 
intensity, and musical elegance of his 
playing, Mr. Dettra will bring his 
hallmark poeticism and suave sense 
of expression to this beloved music, 
which is rarely performed live in its 
entirety. 

Mr. Dettra is represented in North 
America by Karen McFarlane Artists, 

Inc. For bookings, please contact 
John McElliott.  

john@concertorganists.com 

For international bookings, please 
contact Mr. Dettra directly. 

info@scottdettra.com 

www.scottdettra.com/franck 

    César 
Franck
The Complete Organ Works
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Hailed as a “brilliant organist” (Dallas Morning 
News), an “outstanding musician” (The Diapason), 
and described as a “prodigy” by The New York 
Times at age 13, Scott Dettra is acclaimed as one 
of America’s leading concert organists. Mr. 
Dettra’s playing is praised for its clarity, rhythmic 
intensity, and musical elegance, and has been 
described by The American Organist as “music 
making of absolute authority and sophisticated 
expression.” He combines an active performance 
schedule with his post as Director 
of Music at the Church of the 
Incarnation in Dallas, where he 
leads a vibrant music ministry in 
one the country’s largest 
Episcopal parishes. In addition to 
his work at Incarnation, he is a 
member of the organ faculty at 
Southern Methodist University, 
and is organist of The Crossing, 
the Grammy-winning professional 
chamber choir based in 
Philadelphia. Prior to his 
appointment in Dallas, he was 
Organist of Washington National 
Cathedral. 


Recent and upcoming performances include 
appearances in New York, Los Angeles, Chicago, 
Boston, Washington, Atlanta, Houston, San Diego, 
Phoenix, Kansas City, Barbados, Canada, and 
Germany. Festival appearances include the 
Lincoln Center Festival, the Carmel Bach Festival, 
the Arizona Bach Festival, the Bermuda Festival of 
the Performing Arts, the East Texas Pipe Organ 
Festival, and the Piccolo Spoleto Festival. He has 
been a featured performer at national conventions 
of the American Guild of Organists, the 
Association of Anglican Musicians, and the 
Association of Lutheran Church Musicians, and is 
in demand as a clinician and adjudicator for 
master classes, workshops, and competitions. 


Mr. Dettra is featured on many compact disc 
recordings, including The Anglo-American Classic 
Organ (Gothic), Majestus (Loft), recorded at 

Washington National Cathedral, and Tongues of 
Fire (Pro Organo), recorded on the 325-rank 
instrument at West Point’s Cadet Chapel. In 
addition to commercial recordings, his 
performances have been broadcast numerous 
times on such radio programs as American Public 
Media’s Pipedreams and Performance Today, the 
BBC’s Choral Evensong, and The New York 
Philharmonic This Week. 


An accomplished choral conductor, Mr. Dettra’s 
choirs have been featured on 
national radio broadcasts in the 
United States and the United 
Kingdom, and at conventions of 
the American Guild of Organists. 
He has prepared choirs for 
performances with such 
ensembles as the National 
Symphony Orchestra, the Juilliard 
Orchestra, and the Dave Brubeck 
Quartet, and has also led and 
taught at several courses for the 
Royal School of Church Music. 


A native of Wilmington, Delaware, Mr. Dettra 
began piano study at age 3 and organ study at 
age 8 as a student of his father, Lee Dettra, 
holding his first church organist position at the age 
of 9. He made his New York debut at Riverside 
Church at the age of 11. Mr. Dettra holds two 
degrees from Westminster Choir College in 
Princeton, where he was a student of Joan 
Lippincott, and has also studied organ and jazz 
piano at Manhattan School of Music. 


In addition to Washington National Cathedral, he 
has previously held positions as Associate Music 
Director of the Washington Bach Consort, 
Associate Conductor of Washington’s Cathedral 
Choral Society, Accompanist of the American 
Boychoir, and church positions at St. Paul’s, K 
Street in Washington; St. Mark’s, Locust Street in 
Philadelphia; and Trinity Church, Princeton. He 
and his wife Haley reside in Dallas with their 
daughter. 
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Press Notices

AGO National Convention 
“Dettra programmed to the space, and to the lush sonorities of the organ…A C-minor Prelude and 
Fugue by Healey Willan, Howells’s Psalm-Prelude No. 2, and Seth Bingham’s Passacaglia in E Minor 
fit the instrument like luxurious kid gloves, Dettra manipulating colors, crescendos, and decrescendos 
with apparently effortless suavity. The instrument delivered the French of Duruflé’s Prelude and Fugue 
on the Name of ALAIN in an upper-crust Boston accent, but both here and in Thierry Escaich’s 
Évocation II, Dettra supplied such irresistible rhythmic drive, inflected just so, that it didn’t matter. 
Start to finish, this was music making of absolute authority and sophisticated expression, one of the 
week’s high points.”                                                                                            The American Organist 

“Was any player more poetic than Scott Dettra at Trinity Church? To a hushed audience Dettra 
traversed the 20th century with a mature line, focusing on the organ’s quieter side and creating many 
varieties of climax besides the merely powerful.”	 	 	 	 	           Choir & Organ


The Anglo-American Classic Organ 
"While organ recital discs abound, ones that are exceptional rather than merely good are rare. Here is 
one of those proverbial hen's teeth examples with uniformly excellent repertoire intelligently chosen, 
superbly performed by a gifted interpreter on a first-rate instrument, and splendidly recorded and 
documented...Dettra is an organist with both impeccable musical taste and dazzling technique to 
burn...An extraordinary organ recital by a brilliant organist...Urgently recommended to all music lovers, 
not just organ mavens.” 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	               Fanfare Magazine 

Tongues of Fire 
“It is clear from the very first few tracks of this CD that Scott Dettra knows how to make this organ 
sing, even when put to the extreme test of the German baroque and French Classic literature. He 
appears to handle this gigantic instrument with ease and great confidence, and with solid technique 
and youthful vigor to boot…His registrations in De Grigny’s Veni Creator are craftily chosen, and for 
this reviewer, capture the old-world grandeur of this music.  I would never have thought that this organ 
could produce something this close to French Classic sound…The overall program shows him to be a 
talented technician as well as interpreter of a wide scope of the literature…Highly recommended.”


The Diapason 
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Program Options 

The Complete Works in 2 Recitals 
Performed on a single day,


or on two consecutive evenings


Recital 1 
 


Pièce héroïque

Pastorale


Prière

Choral 1

Cantabile


Grande pièce symphonique


Recital 2 
 


Choral 3

Fantaisie in C


Choral 2

Fantaisie in A


Prélude, fugue et variation

Final


Either program is also available as a stand-alone recital, or 
a custom program for a single recital may be arranged 

between the presenter and the artist.

For North American bookings, 
please contact John McElliott 

at Karen McFarlane Artists. 
john@concertorganists.com


For international bookings, 
please contact Scott Dettra 

directly at 
info@scottdettra.com


www.scottdettra.com/franck
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